
CHAPTER 5 
The Eldest Son of John Delap Halliday — 

Admiral John 

(1771-1837) 

(i) Arthur Bryant has written: 

When John Delap Halliday died in 1794 he left three 
sons and a daughter. The heir was John Richard Delap 
Halliday. He was born in 1771, a year after his father's 
marriage to Lady Jane Tollemache. His early years may 
best be recalled in the words of S.C.H. in the family 
history. 

`When 9 years of age he went to school at the 
Revd. Henry White's at Fyfield in Hants, with 
whom his uncle Francis Delap Halliday had been 
a pupil. Mr. Henry White was an old and inti-
mate friend of the Hallidays. Major J.D. Halli-
day and Lady Jane paid frequent visits to Fyfield 
while the boys were at school there, sometimes 
bringing down their horses and carriages and 
making excursions about the neighbourhood 
with the Rector. The three little Hallidays ap-
pear to have spent a very happy time at Fyfield; 
sometimes their father and uncle, F.D.H., used 
to bathe and play cricket etc. with the boys. Fre-
quent mention of the 3 boys occurs in the Log 
Books (the name of the parson's diary), of their 
learning the fiddle, riding ponies etc. The Rector 
had made a bathing place by deepening and 
widening a small stream near the rectory, which 
he called 'ye cold bath'; in this they seem to 
have been very fond of bathing ... 

It was from bathing in 'ye cold bath' in February that 
John (Master Halliday in Henry White's diary) caught a 
severe chill. After being locally 'blooded' he was 
packed off to his home in London, escorted by his uncle, 
Francis, and by Mrs. White. This episode has already 
been mentioned when speaking of Francis in the pre-
vious chapter. 

The brothers' time together at Fyfield came to an end 
when John went off to Winchester; he entered this 
school on September 17 1784 as a Commoner. Even this 
soon ended, for in 1786, when aged 15, he became a 
sailor; and the Navy that he joined was very different 
from the service of modern times. Although he un-
doubtedly had powerful backing — many of the Tolle-
mache family had gone to sea in H.M.'s ships — life in 
the gunrooms was pretty hard. 

Life in the 18th century navy may have also been 
hard for ordinary seamen, but it must surely have been 
even more so for boys pitched into it, without any pre-
liminary training, from their comfortable homes. But 
perhaps life in a public school was no bad introduction 
to conditions in the midshipmen's quarters aboard one 
of H.M.'s ships of the period! Bobby Shafto going to 
sea with silver buckles on his knee was an eternal 
theme of 18th century dreams in all classes — and it 
has been said that admirals were made of such dreams. 
Yet no one can deny that all entering the 18th century 
Royal Navy had a hard schooling ahead of them. 

Flung, like Nelson, into an unfamiliar world of 
kicks and cuffs, crowded hammocks and icy 
hardships ... apprenticed as midshipmen to 
the cockpit of a man-o'-war, they learnt while 
still children to be Spartans, dine off scrubbed 
boards on salt beef ... and became complete 
masters, before they were men, of a wonder-
ful skill in all things that appertained to the 
sailing and fighting of ships. They were as 
inured to roughness and salt water as gulls to 
wind. Boys in their teens would spend days 
aloft in the maintop, ready at any moment to 
clamber to the masthead when to'-gallant 
studing sails needed setting or taking in... 

This was the navy that John entered at the age of 15, 
when he had only known the kindnesses of his family 
home and the very limited hardships of the Whites' 
little school. Possibly, as I have suggested, his two 
years at Winchester were no bad introduction to the 
conditions he now had to face. In joining the navy, the 
first Halliday ever to do so, he was treading in the foot-
steps of brothers of his mother — numerous Tolle-
maches had served in the navy. No doubt these Tolle-
mache connections helped John's own launching, and 
he could be certain that he would always have friends 
who would see that he would not be overlooked in the 
promotion stakes. But whatever his naval connections, 
John had first to prove himself and this he seems to 
have done successfully and very quickly. He was 
promoted to lieutenant in 1791. Then, in 1796 he 
achieved the rank of captain and commanded a ship 
called H.M.S. Nemeeis of 28 guns. By this time he had 
acquired a love of the navy and all things nautical that 
was never to leave him. 

It was not until about 1809 that John pursued a naval 
career with any constancy. From that year he was in 
command of a series of H.M. ships. Probably the par-
tial explanation was that until then he was much in-
volved with the many responsibilities that fell to him in 
the period after John Delap's death, and the many 
cares that his new position entailed. It is also thought 
that during these years he visited his West Indies pos-
sessions on at least one occasion. 

As has been told, John Delap Halliday died in 1794 
— and a few months later Francis Delap was also dead. 
These deaths left the sailor John as the heir to the rich 
Halliday possessions in Antigua and St. Kitt's, as well 
as a large mansion in London. The Leasowes had been 
left for life to his mother, but she sold the estate in 1795 
or 1796. The Weatherill plantation in Antigua also came 
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to him by the Will of his uncle, Francis, who had died 
unmarried. 

In 1797 John married Elizabeth Stratford, 2nd 
daughter of the Hon. John Stratford — later to be the 
3rd Earl of Aldborough. Elizabeth Straford was only 16. 
John's mother, Lady Jane Halliday, and the mother of 
the bride, were present. The marriage was in the draw-
ing room of the Stratfords' London house and was by 
special licence. 

It appears that John soon sold the house in Queen 
Anne Street, Cavendish Square, which he had inherited. 
His headquarters in London were then in Albemarle 
Street; but in 1805 he and his wife moved to a house in 
Grosvenor Place. 

In 1802 had occured the surprising second marriage 
of Lady Jane. Little is known about John's attitude to 
this, nor of what he thought of Mr. Ferry. But we do 
know that with his brother Francis Alexander he at once 
went to her in Southampton, and both brothers were 
with her when her short illnes carried her off. His 
mother's sister, Lady Louisa Tollemache, wrote about 
the brothers' presence and told her brother, Wilbraham 
Lord Dysart, how well they had behaved throughout 
this trying time. In this letter, already quoted, she also 
mentioned the fact that John had not allowed the fact 
that his own wife was about to give birth in London to 
prevent him attending to his mother in Southampton. 

Over the years and despite frequent absences at sea 
— for these were the years of the Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars — John and Elizabeth produced the 
usual large family of the age. Between 1797 and 1822 
they had 12 children — first, 5 daughters. 

But despite the warlike activities of these years of 
struggles against the power of Napoleon and his con-
scripted allies, John did not have the good fortune to be 
present at any of the historic actions against the French 
fleet or those of her occasional allies — the Dutch and 
Spaniards. He did not fight at Trafalgar where the 
power of the French at sea was forever ended. It was 
not until the period 1811 to 1815 that John was ever in a 
ship — the 80 gun Tigre which he commanded — that 
took him to the West Indies. We do not know for certain 
whether he sailed Tigre into English Harbour, Antigua. 
But it is probable that this was the case, for English 
Harbour played a significant part in British naval strat-
egy in the Caribbean. In any event, did he take the 
opportunity of being in the West Indies on naval affairs 
to visit his plantations? And did he also see his aunt 
Margaret on St. Kitt's? It is at least probable that he 
did so. 

Nevertheless John Halliday fought one action which 
has become celebrated. This was in 1810 when he was 
in command of H.M.S. Repulse, a 74 gun ship taking 
part in the blockade of the port of Toulon. On 31 August 
in that year Repulse's lookout reported that several 
French ships were in sight; these were in pursuit of a 
British brig, H.M.S. Philomel. 

The French fleet comprised 8 ships of the line and a 
covering force of 4 frigates. At first it looked certain 
that the flying Philomel would be taken or perhaps de-
stroyed, the supporting British fleet being out of touch 
and unable to intervene. 

Without a moment's hesitation Repulse made sail 
and placed herself between the French and their in- 

tended victim. As soon as he was in shot John opened 
fire on the leaders of the chase. His immediate and 
spirited action, as well as his accurate broadsides, 
quickly discouraged the French frigates in the van —
the Penelope, Pomme and Adrienne — and they broke 
off the contest. The whole French fleet, cheated of what 
had looked to be a certain victory, then withdrew to 
Toulon. Once the outcome was clear, H.M.S. Philomel 
made a signal — 'Well done Repulse. Repulsed the 
enemy. Saved me nobly.' Many years later, in a letter 
to one of the sons of John Halliday, Augustus Tolle-
mache, Captain Guion who had been commanding 
Philomel that day, wrote: 'Your father had faced a prac-
tically overwhelming force of French ships, in fact half 
the Toulon Division'. Captain Guion presented to John 
Halliday a sketch of the action. This is recorded by 
Major-General Tollemache in his history as well as by 
S.C.H. in the Halliday history. However, the thanks of 
Captain Guion and this picture seem to have been 
John's only reward. It is strange that this should have 
been so at a time when the successful commanders of 
individual naval actions were often rewarded in, as it 
appears to us, an almost fulsome manner. 

In sending his sketch of the engagement, Captain 
Guion wrote: 

To John Halliday Esq., Captain of His Majesty's 
Ship Repulse as a Tribute of Esteem and Admira-
tion for His Conduct in gallantly Saving H.M. 
Sloop Philomel from being captured by eight sail of 
the Enemy's Line and four Frigates off Toulon on 
the 31st August 1810, the British Fleet not being in 
Sight, this little drawing of that action is presented 
by his Grateful Friend S.H. Guion, Captain of the 
Philomel. 

Some verses were later written by John's son, Willi-
am Augustus, to commerorate Repulse's successful 
rescue of Philomel, and he sent a copy of the eight 
verses to S.C.H.; the last four are: 

But Halliday regarding not 
Their numbers or their rig, 
Bore up and placed his ship between 
The French and flying Brig. 

And from her broadside he poured forth 
So well sustained a fire, 
The foremost vessels in the chase 
Made signal to retire. 

The fight was short, the Brig was safe, 
In less than half an hour 
Saved by the gallant Halliday 
On board his Seventy-Four. 

Alone he faced the Toulon fleet, 
No British ship in view, 
But his sole reward for his daring feat 
Was a cheer from the Philomel's crew. 

These verses are given here in the wording William 
Augustus Tollemache, a son of the Repulse's captain, 
wrote them. He sent a copy to S.C.H. in 1904 and, 
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some years later, also to F.C.T.H. On the subject of 
John not receiving any reward for his action — and not 
even any recognition of it from the Admirality — he 
wrote to S.C.H. in 1910. His view was 'it seems passing 
strange that in his despatches to the Admiralty the 
Admiral commanding the Station (Adml. Charles 
Cotton) should have made no mention whatever of 
Captain Halliday's gallant service ...' He added that if 
it had not been for the mention of this action in James' 
Naval History it would have remained forever without 
public recognition of any kind. This point was made in a 
letter William Augustus Tollemache wrote to the editor 
of The United Services Journal. In his reply the editor 
pointed out that it was commonly accepted at the time 
that a 74 gun ship was more than a match for three of 
the enemy's frigates, and that because of this perhaps 
Captain Halliday's feat in saving the Philomel was not 
so outstanding as some had thought. But even if this 
argument is accepted it does not seem to explain why 
Admiral Cotton made no mention of the incident in his 
despatches to the Admiralty. 

In fact Admiral Cotton had written a letter to John 
Halliday thanking him for the 'gallant and determined 
manner' in which he had acted when saving the Philo-
mel. This makes it all the odder that the admiral 
omitted any reference to this episode in his despatches. 
Possibly the truth was that John Halliday and the 
admiral — as his son told F.C.T.H. — were not on good 
terms! But as F.C.T.H. later wrote: 'this seems an 
insufficient reason for this neglect'. 

John Halliday was said to have been possessed of 
unusual strength. To the end of his days he also had a 
fiery and autocratic temper. His loud voice and bluff 
manners were always a reminder that he had spent 
much of his life at sea. As an illustration of his forth-
right manners, he once met an old acquaintance in Pall 
Mall and loudly accosted him. 'Is that you, X? But what 
on earth have you got around your stomach'? The scan-
dalised reply was, 'Hush! That's my apron. I'm now a 
bishop'. 

He once placed a grown up sister-in-law, Lady Emily 
Stratford, across his knee and gave her a smacking —
because he thought that she had laughed at him! 

In 1813 he was in command of H.M.S. Tigre on the 
Cherbourg station. Whilst he was serving in this 
blockading force his wife, Lady Elizabeth, stayed for 
some months at St. Helier in Jersey. By this means she 
was able to see her husband fairly frequently. At this 
time his nephew William Wolseley joined his ship as a 
midshipman. This nephew was the son of John's only 
sister Charlotte — it will be remembered that she had 
eloped in 1793 with Henry Wolseley. This Wolseley son 
had previously gone to sea with his mother's other 
naval brother, Francis Alexander. 

William Wolseley became a great favourite with his 
uncle aboard H.M.S. Tigre. When peace at last came 
after Waterloo in 1815, and after he had first mooted 
the idea to his sister Charlotte in Paris in 1817, Admiral 
John sent this young man to Antigua as his agent. 
William Wolseley never regretted leaving the navy and 
was a great success as the Halliday representative. 

Some years later he wrote to his cousin Francis Augus-
tus Halliday, the son of his uncle Francis Alexander, 
that: 

I landed in Antigua on the 11th November 1817 
having been three months on the voyage, and next 
day was installed as Attorney of the Admiral's 
estates, a post of great responsibility for a young 
man without any practical local experience, but 
rendered pleasant by the frequent expression of 
the Admiral's approbation during the fourteen 
years to which the administration of the Admiral's 
West Indian property extended. 

John Halliday was promoted to the rank of rear-
admiral on 12 August 1819 at the age of 48. His last 
command at sea had been his tour in H.M.S. Tigre from 
1811 to 1815, when he had taken part in the blockade of 
Cherbourg as well as cruising in the North Sea and 
sailing as far afield as the West Indies and St. Helena. 
The latter duty was in connection with the exile there of 
the Emperor Napoleon; unfortunately we do not know 
the nature of Admiral John's task. But from the time he 
left Tigre he did not, without any doubt, again go to 
sea. Although naval records do not note the date of his 
retirement, in effect he was never again on the active 
list. But, as was the custom of the age, retirement from 
active command was no bar to further promotion on the 
retired list. Thus John became vice-admiral of the Blue 
— since those days references to 'Blue' and 'Red' have 
become obsolete; this was on 22 January 1820, just a 
year after he had achieved admiral's rank. Finally, after 
he had become Admiral Tollemache in 1821 he was 
again promoted, shortly before his death. This final 
promotion was on 10 January 1837 when he became 
vice-admiral of the Red — a step higher in the hier-
archy of the Royal Navy. 

On the death in 1821 of his uncle Wilbraham, 6th and 
last male of the direct Tollemache holders of the Dysart 
peerage, he succeeded to large Tollemache estates in 
Cheshire, Northamptonshire and Suffolk. There were 
26,000 acres in Cheshire alone. Also, in accordance 
with his uncle's Will, he assumed his mother's maiden 
name of Tollemache, and by royal licence the arms of 
that family in place of those of the Hallidays; the 
present Tollemaches of Helmingham descend from 
him. 

After Admiral Halliday had in this way become 
Admiral Tollemache he stood for parliament as a Rad-
ical — the constituency he chose was in Cheshire, in 
spite of being such a large landowner in the county! He 
is said to have defended this by pointing out that, 
doubtless, in spite of this, and the Reform Bill of which 
he was apparently an ardent supporter, milkmaids 
would go on singing as they carried their pails. But it 
has been suggested that his real reason was probably 
his love for the excitement of an electrion and, not 
least, to rouse the ire of what he described as his 
'squirearchical neighbours' ! 

Admiral John and Lady Elizabeth had moved from 
their house in Grosvenor Place to a mansion in Cumber-
land Place in about 1815. From there they again moved, 
in 1823, to No. 148 Piccadilly when he had inherited this 
from the Tollemaches. This house was next door to 
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Apsley House, but is now no more as it has been re-
moved to make room for a road from Park Lane into 
Piccadilly. But having a London mansion was not 
allowed to interfere with Admiral John's and Lady 
Elizabeth's love for Brighton where they also had a 
house; they remained faithful devotees of this seaside 
watering place. Like so many others, they had formed 
the habit of spending annually some months there, and 
this custom was not readily broken when Brighton 
ceased to be a fashionable resort with royalty in the 
Pavilion. For a time, too, they rented a house in Kent; 
this was Keston Park near Sevenoaks. 

In 1825 the admiral became involved in a contre-
temps with his illustrious neighbour at Hyde Park 
Corner, the great Duke of Wellington. The affair 
started in the following manner. A dispute arose over 
the loss from Apsley House of various articles by bur-
glary. This was said to have been the result of allowing 
the painters of the Tollemache mansion to leave their 
ladders in the duke's stable yeard. Unfortunately one of 
these was used by a burglar who in this way climbed 
into Aspley House. A long drawn-out law suit followed 
to settle the responsibility for the duke's losses. 

Although retired, the admiral to the end of his days 
continued to take a keen interest in naval matters, and 
was a constant visitor to the admiralty dockyards at 
Chatham and Portsmouth. He was on good terms with 
his younger brother, Commander Francis Alexander, 
who from 1812 lived with his family at Ham Lodge. 
When Francis Alexander moved over to Caen in 1827 
and died there suddenly in 1830 the admiral wrote to 
his nephew Lionel Halliday: 'I would have started off at 
once for Caen, but my doctor advised me not to go'. He 
was in fact at Portsmouth when he heard about his 
brother's illness; he was there in some official capacity, 
inspecting new construction. It seems that he was not 
infrequently employed in this way by the admirality. 
For example in February 1833 he wrote to his nephew 
Francis Augustus Halliday: 'I think of paying Chatham 
a visit next week to view the state of the Dockyard and 
the ships which are building there'. This nephew, 
Francis Augustus, had recently joined the Marines, and 
his younger brother George Halliday had entered the 
Royal Navy; these events were at about the time of their 
father's death. Admiral Tollemache 'assisted them in 
providing outfit etc.'. 

The admiral died on 16 July 1837 at his London 
house, No. 148 Piccadilly. He was buried at Helming-
ham. He never succeeded personally to Helmingham 
Hall as it had been left for her life to his aunt, Lady 
Louisa Tollemache, and she outlived him. His heir was 
his eldest son John, who afterwards — in 1876 — was 
created the 1st Baron Tollemache of Helmingham. 

In writing of Admiral John in his history, S.C.H. 
says: 

It is remarkable that the Admiral, with his strong 
naval bias and Tollemache family traditions, did 
not place any of his sons in that Service. When he 
introduced his youngest son, William Augustus, to 
King William IV in 1836, on his joining the 2nd Life 
Guards, the King said You ought to have put him 
in the Navy'. 

The king, of course, had been a sailor himself before 
ascending the throne. 

On his death Admiral John left a widow and 11 sons 
and daughters. His heir, John, had not been born until 
1805 and had been preceded by a clutch of girls; his 
brothers were Wilbraham and William Augustus. The 
widow, Lady Elizabeth, lived until 1861. She was on 
particularly friendly terms with her husband's nephew, 
Francis Augustus Halliday. As will be seen when this 
founder of the Medstead Halliclays appears on the 
scene, she visited him and his family when he was 
stationed at Portsmouth, and on various occasions this 
nephew stayed with her in London. And on one occa-
sion she subsidised him! — but this is jumping ahead 
many years. 
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